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cfaclies and Sen.tlenten, 

FEBRUARY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

The Board met with the following in attendance; 
Ric Case, George Lax, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Dona 
Tossing, Terry Kumro, Vince O'Leary, Rob 

Mann, and Carl Bender. 

♦ New member candidate, voted on and 
approved for membership was:Ken "Tilt" Maio. 
Welcome Ken and Marge, at the first 
opportunity. 

♦ Dona and Jim Hudman will coordinate 
procuring new membership cards and Dona 
will assemble new member packets with 
patches, pins, etc, for mailing to all new 
members. 

♦ Ric Case asked the Board to think about an 
Awards and Recognition Committee to recognize 
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8tatt yout cf./wines! 
Top Cats who have done a super job at a 
particular activity. The Board will discuss the idea 
at a subsequent Board meeting. 

♦ George Lax reported that we have two paid ads for 
ROAR this month for a total of $20.00 to offset 
publication costs. 

♦ Rob Mann reminded the Board that everyone was 
to provide him with names and addresses of 
people, dealers, etc, to ad to our ROAR mailing 
liqt. Virgo will check with our local A.B.A.T.E. rep 
for their mailing list. 

♦ The recommendation was made and approved to 
have a quarterly, off - site Board meeting separate 
from the General Membership meetings. It was 
decided that the Board often has little time to 
discuss all of the club issues after a General 
Membership meeting. The Board will consider an 
off - site meeting in March 98. 

♦ Sandy Vernon gave the board an outstanding 
update on the Fall Charity Ride and the Pony 
Express Ride. Details will be pi blished in ROAR 
as they develop. 

+ + 

alenline 
What do most people do on a date? 
As 10-yr old Mike says, "On the first date, they must tell 
each other lies, and that usually gets them interested 
enough to go for a second date." 

The Great Debate: Is it Better to be Single or Be 
Married? 
( Jean - age 10, spouts these words of wisdom): It's 
better for girls to be single, but not for boys. Boys need 
somebody to clean up after them. 

On the role of Good Looks in Love... 
Gary, at the ripe old age of 7, says, "It isn't always just 
how you look. Look at me! I'm handsome like anything, 
and I haven't got anybody to marry me yet! 

(46mp 
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By Traveler 

Lost: One gray beard in perfect condition, three 
years old, well kept, seldom exposed to bad 
weather. If found, please return to Gray Ghost. 

OK speed freaks, Harley will be touring a "Race 
King" with the demo fleet this year. Not much 
info on it yet other than it knocks down a 1/4 mile 
in 12.07 seconds @ 107 mph. 

► Wow! The Supreme Court has overturned its 
own 1968 ruling that the setting of maximum 
prices by wholesalers was price fixing. The 
expected impact on the motorcycle industry 
could be lower prices. Dealers would not be 
able to charge higher than list price, which would 
be the maximum price, simply because they can. 
Harley Davidson, along with other industry 
companies, petitioned the Supreme Court to lift 
the ban. H-D apparently believes that rider 
satisfaction pays more long range dividends than 
high dealer profit. 

Sad statistics again. NHTSA reports that 41 
of fatal vehicle accidents involved alcohol. 
While this is a 29 % decline from 10 years ago, 
and a 1% decline from last year, motorcyclists 
were the most likely (30.3%) to be involved in an 
alcohol related fatality. Truck drivers were the 
least involved in these fatalities. Duhhh. Who's 
most likely to die in an alcohol related accident? 
A trucker hit by a drunk driver or a biker? 

For nostalgia freaks, Nortons may soon roll off 
an assembly line again. Joachim Seifert of 
Germany, has registered the Norton name and 
has a BMW Rotax 650 cc powered Norton on the 
roll. Plans are to produce 100 more this Spring. 

Everyone seems to be looking out for my 
welfare. No thanks. I don't need helmet laws, 
anti smoking campaigns, low cholesterol potato 
chips or light beer. Now, Harley Davidson has 
filed suit to seize all copies of an X-rated movie 
called "Gang Bang Girl No. 20." It was 
apparently filmed at a Marina Del Ray, 
Californicate Harley Dealer and shows sex acts 
on Harleys and on rugs with the Harley logn  

Pleeease people! If I want to look at some nice 
Harleys, I can ignore the nekid sluts laying 
around on them. 

► Safety tip. Ever get into a turn a bit too hot? 
Ever have the front end start to wobble? While 
there could be something wrong with your bike 
or road conditions, chances are you went into 
the corner riding over your head, i.e. too fast. 
The basic principal of look break, lean, 
accelerate means just that, accelerate through 
the turn, as you lean. If you lean the bike with 
the throttle off, i.e. a trailing throttle, and drag the 
brake deep into the corner, you are going to 
induce wobble. That's your bike's way of saying 
"Psssst. Hey. Learn to ride before you try hot 
turns." 

,BL/ et eultute 

What was the President's response to a staff member 
informing him that the Abortion Bill had been 
delivered? "Go ahead and pay it" 

Ten ways to tell if you've been riding too long: 

1. You iron dirty clothes 
2. You call your mother by her first name 
3. You wear anything that has a biker logo 
4. Steppenwolf gets you sexually excited 
5. You only go to church to meet women 
6. You have no last name 
7. You can't straighten the fingers on either hand 
8. Dressing up means changing bandanas 
9. Your pony tail is longer than your wife's 
10.Jury duty is your best source of income 

February 3rd General 
Membership Meeting 

♦ 	Keep 4 Oct 98 open as the date for the Second 
Annual Top Cats' Fall Charity Ride. Hopefully, 
the same course, start in Barrington and ride to 
Eagle, WI. Proceeds will benefit NISRA again 
and Virgo will be hunting for volunteers. Sandy 
Vernon is heading the overall ride so you can 
escape Virgo's vicious recruiting techniques if 
you volunteer directly to Sandy. Watch ROAR for 
more info. 



SALES • SERVICE 1 ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL *COMMERCIAL 

LAKE CO UNTY 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING, INC. 

GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
COOLING 
HUMIDIFICATION 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 
SHEET METAL 

535 S MAIN ST UNIT A - 3 • %NA L1CONPA. IL 601:04 • 18471626 1410 

LAKE ZURICH 	g1471549-910Q 

1 :\ l“ 	1998 
I RI ).\R 

♦ Sandy is also heading up the Pony Express Ride 
that we expect to come through our area around 
18/19 July. This ride will benefit breast cancer 
research. The dates aren't solid yet and Sandy 
will have more info on sponsorships and 
specifics. Again, watch ROAR for more and you 
can check out the Pony Express Ride web site at 
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wvvw.cybercyclemag.com/ponyexpress 98 . 

♦ Bard Boand is putting together another excellent 
ride to Davenport, IA for their annual Little 
Sturgis in the Village Rally. The dates are 19 -
21 June 98. The coordinator is also willing to 
put on a special ride for the Top Cats if we have 
enough riders. They expect 15,000 bikers and 
there is a Bowling competition in town that same 
time period so make your hotel reservations 
soon and take your balls with you. Bard has 
blocked 16 rooms at $51.00 a night each, at the 
Best Western River View. That number is 800 
553-1879. This is a great ride and we all ought 
to take a lesson from Bard on how to coordinate 
an event. Thanx Bard!! 

♦ The Swap Meet at McCormick Place will be 22 
March. Forget any other dates that you've 
heard, read, or been informed of. We have a 
free table and plan on donating our excess parts 
(is there such a thing?) for sale with the 
proceeds going to NISRA. All donated parts will 
be collected by Charlie Enssiln at his residence 
at 1140 Wauconda Road, Wauconda. IL. Terry 
Kumro is running this one and, although Terry 
can do just about anything single handed, please 
don't hesitate to volunteer to help. 

♦ Virgo announced that he knows of a cor Hr.. ,  for 
sale in Daytona. If anyone is interested, see 
Virgo. 

♦ Two riders from Alaska are looking for 
information on scenic routes around our area. 
They plan on being in this area during April / 
May 1998. If you have any recommendations for 
them, contact Traveler. 

♦ The Top Cats' Annual Dinner is 21 March 98 at 
Dave and Buster's in Addison. Cost is $30.00 
per person payable to Ric Case. The next, and 
perhaps last, opportunity to make reservations 
and pay will be at the next meeting, 3 March 98. 

♦ Traveler announced that Brett Bacci. our 
Activities Chairman, has completed an events 
calender that will reflect nearly all of the local 
riding events in our area for 1998. Plans are to 
publish it next month and then finalize our Top 
Cats' events so they don't conflict with other 
events that members may want to participate in. 
We are still planning on another progressive 
dinner ride, a pickup ride, a sunrise on the lake 
ride and, perhaps, an overnighter to Dork 
County(?), a moonlight ride, an a ride to the New 
Orleans H.O.G. Rally in July. The way things 
are taking shape, there will be no shortage of 
events for 98. 

Ric Case won $60.00 in the 50/50 and donated 
it to NISRA. 

The Treasurer reported a balance somewhere 
around $1,700.00, and the checkbook is 
somewhere around her house. (Somewhere?) 

• 
• 
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1. Top Cats' aerobics instructor 
3. Bard the day after his hospital stay 
5. Thanksgiving at Virgo's. 
7. Harley-Davidson's complaint department 
9. Lab technician for your next drug test. 
11. Inspiration for the song, "Here Comes My Guy" 

Caption 

	

2. 	Traveler before his diet. 
4. Clean up man at the progressive dinner. 

	

6. 	The real Santa. 

	

8. 	Your daughter's latest boyfriend. 
10. Celebrity ski instructor. 
12. The response to the Pilsbury Doughboy's Top Cats 

application. 
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Just a little inspiration to draw your mind toward 
summer.. RIDING SEASON! Thanks to Cindy 
Eiseman for sharing her photo album with us. 

FLASH BACK TO A LAID-BACK SUMMER DAY...HANGIN' WITH 
THE CLUB... 

And, the granddaddy of them 

all Sturgis! Need I say more? 

Coming events...The Top Cats Annual Dinner, 
where YOU can wine and dine with the likes of 
these handsome gents! 

And don't forget Little Sturgis (June 19-21) in 
Davenport, IA.. Fifteen thousand bikers and 
untold numbers of bowlers can't be wrong! 

AREN'T THEY JUST PRECIOUS? 
COULDNT YA JUST KISS 'EM?! 

THE [1St TAI. St ISPECTS IN A I.INH IP 
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Matching Game 
By Traveler 

Middle of winter, nothing to do. Too cold to work on the bike and too far to drive for a new tatoo. Here's a little matching game 
you can have fun with to kill the time until we can ride again. Match the bumper sticker with the Top Cat most likely to display it. 

Bumper Sticker 	 Top Cat  
If ignorance is bliss, you must be orgasmic. 	 Brett Bacci 
Jesus is coming, everyone look busy! 	 Virgo 
Some people are alive only because it's illegal to kill them. 	 Phil Blais 
There's too much blood in my alcohol system. 	 Bard Boand 
I used to have a handle on life, but it broke. 	 Dennis Burdeen 
WANTED: Meaningful overnight relationship. 	 Chris Burtini 
BEER. It's not just for breakfast anymore. 	 Ric Case 
Anyone can quit smoking. It takes a real man to face cancer. 	 Kathy Citko 
I don't care and I don't have to! 	 Jaime Dumar 
To all you virgins: Thanks for nothing! 	 Tom Eiseman 
Horn broken, watch for finger. 	 John Eliasik 
All men are idiots and I married their King. 	 Charlie Ensslin 
My kid had sex with your honor student. 	 Bill Florian 
This ain't Burger King. You CAN'T have it your way. 	 Mikey Garceau 
Work is for people who don't know how to ride. 	 Al Gerber 
I'm just riding this way to PISS YOU OFF! 	 Ed Giuntini 
I love cats. They taste like chicken. 	 Jordie Glasov 
Happiness is a belt - fed weapon. 	 Bob Golant 
I don't have to be dead to donate MY organ. 	 Slick Green 
WARNING: Rider only carries $20.00 in ammunition. 	 Carl Hart 
Sometimes I wake up grumpy. Sometimes, I let her sleep. 	 Jim Heiland 
Guns don't kill people! Postal workers do. 	 Jim Hudmon 
Ask me about micro waving cats for fun and profit. 	 Barry Hulden 
God must love stupid people. He made so many Hondas. 	 Jim Irvine 
I took an IQ test and the results were negative. 	 John Kahles 
Give me ambiguity or give me something else. 	 Herb Kaiser 
A dirty mind is a terrible thing to waste. 	 Tom Kalebic 
Lottery: A tax on people who are bad at math. 	 Jerry Kelk 
Friends help you move. Real friends help you move bodies. 	 Terry Kumro 
hooket on foniks wurkt fur me. 	 John Kuetmeyer 
3 kinds of people; those who can count and those who can't. 	 Bill Lane 
Diplomacy: The art of saying "Nice doggie" til you can get your gun. 	 George Lax 
I killed a six pack just to watch it die. 	 Kevin Lipps 
We're born cold wet and hungry, just like ridin' 	 Mike Long 
Always remember you're unique. Just like everyone else. 	 Stefan Levy 
Telepathy help wanted: You know where to apply. 	 Tom Malia 
Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now. 	 Rob Mann 
Reality is a crutch for people who can't handle alcohol. 	 Vince O'Leary 
Missing your cat? Look under my tires. 	 John Peace 
Keep honking, I'm reloading. 	 Terry Pollick 
Snatch a kiss or vice versa. 	 Tom Reid 
Born again pagan. 	 Scott Richardson 
I said no to alcohol but it just won't listen. 	 Tim Richardson 
I need someone really bad. Are you really bad? 	 Karlen Sanberg 
So many recipes, so few cats. 	 Fritz Schiffmayer 
Your gene pool could use a little chlorine. 	 Robb Scholl 
I didn't fight to the top of the food chain to be a vegetarian. 	 Brian Schulz 
There's too much youth. How about a fountain of smart? 	 George Sezemsky 
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 	 Mark Shanbrun 
Smile. It's the second best thing you can do with your lips. 	 OJ Simpson 
Friends don't let friends ride junk. Buy American. 	 Rell Snyder 
Wink. I'll take it from there. 	 Gordon Tapley 
Rainy days and automatic weapons always get me down. 	 Jim Tossing 
If we shouldn't eat animals, why are they made of meat? 	 Sandra Vernon 
If you smoke after sex, slow down. 	 Gary Wayman 
Give pizza chants. 	 Randy Weaver 
The more you complain, the longer God lets you live. 	 Gordon Werner 
God may love you but you're really pissing me off! 	 Vic Wojtas 
I don't suffer from insanity, I enjoy every minute of it. 	 Don Zalewa 
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For Sale: 

IBM PS/1 486 DX Computer. 28.8K Internal Modem, 8 Megabytes RAM, Color 
Monitor, Microsoft Keyboard and Epson Stylus 800 B&W Printer. Software 
included. Need a lesson? I'll throw that in, too. $500 O.B.O. Call Karlen or Jerry 

at 847/639-7442. 

1994, High performance Harley Davidson, 
XLH. Oversize 1200+CC, evo valves, ported, 
polished, milled heads, Red Line cams, n hp 
(rear - wheel) dyno certified. 63% hp increase 
over stock. Custom paint, large FXR fuel tank, 
new tires, much chrome, less than 3,000 miles 
on engine upgrade. Two sets of saddle bags, 
new spare fuel tank, windscreen, deep dual 
seat w/backrest, $8,000.00. Contact Traveler 

847/854-4137. 

Also: Anyone interested in 1.)1986 H-D Sportster, 2.) 1992 H-D Heritage Soft Tail or, 3.) 
Very beautiful, heavily customized, 199( H-D Heritage Soft Tail. 

Call Traveler at 84'/854-413'. 
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.The crte.6iclent's eatnet... 

We have finalized the menu for our Winter 
Dinner at Dave & Busters on March 21, 1998 at 
6:00 PM. The buffet we chose is the Fajita 
Buffet at a cost of $16.00 plus a required 16 
percent gratuity, plus tax. In addition, we are 
locked into a $50-per-hour charge for the area 
we as a group will occupy exclusively. The area 
will have a shuffle board table and four pool 
tables, some of which will be covered up during 
dinner. Add $1 per person for the cash bar 
service and an additional $1.00 plus $1.00-per-
five-chips for the POWER CARD, which will be 
used to pay for games throughout the facility. 
PLEASE see me if you want to purchase 
POWER CARDS in advance, thereby taking 
advantage of the discount. By my calculations, 
it will run approximately $30 per person for food, 
the exclusive area and the required add-ons. 

We held an impromptu board meeting on 
Sunday February 22"d . We reviewed and 
scheduled rides according to our bi-laws, which 
mandate one ride per month for the riding 
season. All of those rides are single day or 
night rides, of which some require road captains 
(to be determined at the pre-designated pick-up 
sites) or pre-rides. We also included a few 
overnight rides. I am excited about the up and 
coming riding season because I think this is the 
most rides we've ever scheduled. We have 
also included other rides on the schedule, 
should you be looking for additional events. 

That's all for now. Thanks for your cooperation. 

Ride Free 

Your Prez, Ric 

epeclai cfioatcl dieetins deb 22, 1998. 

The Board met with the following Board members 
in attendance; Ric Case, George Lax, Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, Terry Kumro, Vince O'Leary, Rob 
Mann, and Carl Bender. Committee members, and 
other members attending included; Karlen 
Sanberg, Sandy Vernon, Carl Hart, Brett Bacci, 
and Gordon Tapley. 

♦ The increased number of pages of ROAR, as 
well as the additional addressees, will require 
additional postage. The Board agreed to 
increase postage allowance by an additional 
$50.00. 

♦ The Board reviewed, and approved the 1998 
Activities schedule as presented by Brett 
Bacci, Activities Chairman. The schedule will 
be published this month. 

♦ Sandy Vernon gave an update on planning for 
the Fall Charity Ride and the Pony Express 
Ride. A list of committee participants for the 
Fall Charity Ride was presented to the Board 
and details will appear in an article in ROAR 

♦ Profit from the Fall Charity Ride will go to 
NISRA for the Special Olympics. 

♦ The Board approved the menu for our Annual 
Dinner at Dave & Buster's on 21 March (or do 
you Civilians say "March 21'2). Something 
called Fajitas buffet? We still need 7 more 
Top Cats, or spouses/guests to register or we 
won't get a group room or group rate. It'll be 
individual. Let's go folks! Pay Ric no later 
than the March 3rd meeting (or do you Military 
folks say, "3 March"?). 

♦ The sun came out, the weather warmed up, 
we ran out of coffee, so the meeting was 
adjourned and we all went riding. 

MARCH 1998 
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dAe datu.tA Machine 
By Traveler 

The formal definition of a dynamometer is an 
instrument used to measure power. It should be known 
as the Truth Machine or the lie detector of engine 
performance. Almost without exception, riders are 
concerned with their bike's power. Perhaps not from 
the stand point of how much power they have, but from 
the standpoint of how efficient the engine and drive 
train (yes, clutch, transmission, chain, belt, etc) are 
operating. 

The typical dynamometer or "dyno" in bikerese, 
measures power output in horsepower or, as in Europe 
now, in kilowatts. (Yep, kilowatt ratings are replacing 
horsepower ratings in the rest of the world.) A good 
dyno, to be exact, is a self contained unit that you put 
your bike in, not on. High - end dynos calculate 
temperature and humidity and can better calculate, 
control, and compensate for those variables when the 
bike is operating in an enclosed unit. The enclosure is 
not much more than a small garage size unit that has 
a tread - mill style floor or a lift that the bike sits on 
during testing. Sensors are attached to various points 
on the bike and the computer is programmed with the 
bike's specifications. The bike is then "run up" on the 
dyno and readings are captured by the computer. 
Performance measurements are taken at various 
speeds, in different gears, and between gears. 

Most dynos can print a graph that reflects the power 
curve of your bike contrasted to rpm, and high - end 
dynos can print charts on your power curve, torque 
curve, power loss points, power through shift points, 
and a variety of useful information. They can also 
archive that data for your bike so you're able to 
compare it to future tests. 

Why would you want to pay for a dyno test? There 
aren't many good arguments against having your bike 
"dyno'd." It's a worthwhile investment for many 
reasons. Ever wonder how much true torque and true 
horsepower you really have at that rear wheel? 

Now I emphasize real horsepower, and rear wheel. 
Most manufacturers rate their engines in horsepower 
measurements made at the engine crankshaft. Their 
readings are taken at a point before  the horsepower is 
put through the transmission and drive train to the rear 
wheel where it becomes real "useable" horsepower. 
These hp ratings will be unrealistically high because 
the drag of the power train consumes hp in the process 
of transferring it to the rear wheel. Simply, your engine 
may generate 50 hp at the crankshaft yet, at the rear 
wheel, where hp really counts, you may only get 35 hp. 
This is called negative hp. Most bikes have a negative 
hp rating. Too much negative hp and you have a 
problem. A dyno will take your power measurements at 
the rear wheel where it counts, so don't be alarmed 
when your first dyno results show only 55 hp on your 
70 hp rated machine. 

Once you decide to have your bike dyno rated, you will 
have established a base line of data for future 
comparison. It's best to have your dyno test done in 
conjunction with a complete tune up. That way, you 
have confidence that your bike is running at peak 
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efficiency. From that point on, every time you change 
the performance characteristics of your engine, the 
change can be measured in terms of hp, and torque, 
on the dyno. This lets you see such startling 
revelations like those new, loud pipes you just spent 
$400.00 on actually causing your hp to decrease or the 
new ignition module that guarantees a 10 hp increase, 
only gave you 2 additional ponies at the rear wheel. 

We must remember that most dynos measure hp, and 
torque, that is transmitted to the rear wheel. It will not 
measure the effects of riding two up, saddle bags full 
of gear, headwinds, etc. If your bike seems sluggish 
on the way out to Sturgis, it's probably because of 
additional weight, or factors external to generated hp, 
as opposed to actual hp loss. 
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However, if your engine is in good shape, new tune up, 
and the dyno shows a loss of hp from your last test, it's 
an indicator that something is wrong somewhere. It 
could be something as simple as dirt in the fuel system, 
drive belt too tight, bad wheel bearings, or a major 
problem such as a drive train failure or worn valve 
guides. 

Good dyno evaluations, on a well maintained, 
calibrated dyno, are worth what you pay. You can get 
a free dyno run at some bike rallies, at demo rides, and 
even at county fairgrounds on portable dynos. Be 
careful though. Portable dynos are often not as 
sophisticated, nor as accurate as those installed at 
dealers. Because of the potential difference in each 
dyno's characteristics, it's wise to use the same dyno 
each time. 

One of the smartest ways to use a dyno evaluation is 
with a periodic tuneup. When done in conjunction with 
a tune up, the technician can use the dyno to "dial in" 
your optimum performance. I don't think you could 
argue that a good of "wrench" couldn't tune a bike as 
well as someone with a dyno. He probably could. The 
difference is that a with dyno tune you know you have 
the best possible set up. 

The cost is minimal and the advantages are really an 
eye opener. You can get a good dyno test for around 
$70.00 and some dealers will discount that if it's 
performed as part of a tune up. Suburban Harley 
Davidson has a high - end dyno, with two - school 
trained technicians, just waiting for your next tune up. 
Think about it as the riding season creeps up on us 
and remember, a tune up without a dyno run is about 
a s complete as a book on Dating Etiquette by Mike 
Tyson. 

--diarelet 
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Strittle Business. 
The board reserves the right to prohibit publication of an ad it deems unsavory, illegal, nasty, illicit, or otherwise unfit 
fui our publication. If you know anyone who is interested in advertising in ROAR, send the information along to them. 
Inquiries should be directed to George Lax. We look forward to seeing your ads here. 

SIZE MONTH 1/2 YEAR FULL YEAR 

Business Card $10.00 $50.00 $90.00 

2/9ths of a Page $15.00 $75.00 $135.00 

1/3rd of a Page $20.00 $100.00 $180.00 

2/3rds of a Page $25.00 $125.00 $225.00 

Full Page $30.00 $150.00 $270.00 

dim dons 0ExpiteA6 8cooft! 
By Sandy Vernon 

Details on the Pony Express Tour '98 have arrived! 

On Sunday, July 19th, the Pony Express Tour '98 will 
be riding into Milwaukee for an overnight stay and then 
onto Chicago on Monday morning, July 20th. 

We are planning a Top Cat Overnight Trip to join up 
with and be a part of this incredible tour. The objective 
of the Pony Express Tour '98 is to raise funds for the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. All 
monies raised will be used solely in research for 
finding a cure and is tax deductible. 

We are leaving on Sunday for a "HOT" summer day 
ride to Milwaukee. Thanks to Brett, we will have a 
great route planned. There is a ceremony to pass the 
Tour Medallion between Principal Riders that evening 
in Milwaukee. I have the honor of carrying one of the 
three pieces that make up this medallion that will be 
passed from rider to rider the entire 15,000 miles of the 
Tour. 

After attending the short ceremony, it is on to dinner 
and ??? with an overnight stay at a hotel in Milwaukee. 
We will meet for breakfast and then join the Tour for 

the ride to Chicago. All riders must be registered with 
the Pony Express Tour'98 in order to be able to ride 
from Milwaukee to Chicago with the Tour. 

In Chicago, the Tour medallion will then be passed to 
the next set of riders. After refreshments and saying 
good-by to our new found friends, we will make our 
way home arriving late Monday afternoon. 

As you all know, we are involved in an edge sport. We 
embrace our passion for life on two wheels with the full 
knowledge and respect for the risks. This reality gives 
us the ability to perceive life in a slightly different light 
than many others. We know just how fragile and how 
strong we are a human beings. We know how 
intensely important it is to live life to the fullest, 
knowing that there are no guarantees with regards to 
tomorrow. Those battling breast cancer have a lot in 
common with us, as motorcyclists, when it comes to a 
realistic view of life. Come ride with us knowing that 
with your help today, you are giving someone the 
chance to ride with us tomorrow. 

Call me at 634-6402 for more details on a "HOT" 
Summer Weekend Ride with the Top Cats! 

- 8cuscl# qtetnon 

eAatit# tfvents 

Top Cats ROAR for NISRA 
Mark you ride calendar for Sunday, October 4th. All 
Top Cats will ROAR into Wallner Oldsmobile in Lake 
Barrington for the start of the Fall Scenic Charity Ride. 
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After a ride through the countryside, we will have good 
food, music, 50/50, raffles, prizes (too numerous to 
mention), and MUCH MORE waiting for you at the 
Kettle Moraine Inn in Eagle, Wisconsin. 

NISRA is the Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. We have been working with them for 
three years and this year's Fall Ride's proceeds will 
help fund the Special Olympic Programs for NISRA. 

Committees are being formed now to work on the Fall 
Ride. If you are ready, willing and able to work on one 
of these committees, please contact Virgo for more 
details at 381-2767. Keep in mind, if you are NOT 
ready, willing and able to work on one of these 
committees, we WILL hunt you down... and... (you fill 
in the blank). 

With everyones help, this will be more than just a Fall 
Scenic Charity Ride, it will be a GREAT FALL SCENIC 
CHARITY RIDE with people coming from miles around 
just to ROAR WITH THE TOP CATS FOR NISRA ! 

-6'and# Witnon 

cut tit#  "'vents 

dick Qfp dinsone? 
By Traveler 

E ver do anything spontaneous? Sure you have. 
Is freedom a basic trait of all bikers? You bet 
your grips it is. You probably won't find an 

overwhelming number of riders who enjoy, or even 
tolerate, someone else telling them what to do, how to 
do it, when it will be done, and how fast or with what 
equipment. 

Typically, some of the most enjoyable and exciting 
rides originate at a table, or at curbside, maybe in a 
parking lot, when a few riders sit around, bored, and 
someone says "Hey man, let's ride to...". No planning, 
no pre ride of the route, no maps, no warning the local 
law that we're riding through their precious little village, 
no watches, no time, no worries, no care. Just a wild 
rendition of freedom played to the tune of 1340cc 

engines blasting a melody through a set of tuned 
Kirkers. 

That's not Webster's definition of a Pick Up Ride, it's 
ours; bikers, riders, novices and old, iron butt pros 
with more scooter miles than brains. It's one definition 
of the freedom that, so far, can't be legislated, 
controlled, outlawed, or taxed. We do it, we enjoy it, 
we brag about it and we look forward to doing it again. 

Here's an example of how it goes down. Sunday 
morning, 22 Feb. Ric calls a board meeting. Twelve 
Top Cats show up, seven on bikes and five in those 
"I've got the right of way regardless. " automobiles. 

After two and a half hours of meeting, we've all had 
our fill of planning, organizing, arranging, scheduling, 
discussing, approving, etc. So...one Top Cat says to 
another, out in the driveway, "Hey man, you gonna 
ride?" "Yeah...got any ideas?" "Yeah, let's go up to 
Kelly's in Richmond." " OK...Hey Traveler, you wanna 
go?" "Yeah...is Lizard goin'?" " How about Virgo, 
Gray Ghost, Carl, Gordon, and Vince?" " Yeah, I 
guess so. -  Looks like we got us a pick up ride. 

T he five Top Cats who drove cars actually had 
tears in their eyes as the neighborhood was 
serenaded by the sound of seven 1340's fired up 

and ready to roll. A quite rumble resonated while 
engines warm, leather was donned and zipped, gloves 
were tightened, saddles mounted, shift levers kicked 
down and throttles twisted. 

Off we go... wind, vibration, and thunder culminating in 
that pride of who you are, who you ride with, and what 
you're riding, as you roll up miles heading up the 
blacktop to Anywhere, USA. 

Arriving at Kelly's in Richmond, it was "hang out time." 
You know what I mean. You just park your iron, bask 
in the warmth of an early season sunshine, lean on the 
railing and talk to other bikers about bikin'. Virgo pulls 
out a great cigar, Gray Ghost peels off his road kill 
head piece, Lizard strikes up a conversation with 
anyone about any topic, Gordon checks out other 
scooters for innovations. Carl starts telling jokes, and 
Vince checks out every engine in the parking lot. 
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S uddenly, the ground shakes like an 8.1 on the 
Richter. Whoa...an earthquake? Nope. Just 
Virgo's stomach growling. Time to eat. Gray 

Ghost heads home to his stable to feed his head 
piece and we all go across the street to Doyle's Pub for 
lunch. 

I know you've all been there too. Sitting around the 
table, talking about the menu, checking out the 
waitresses. No plans other than lunch. 

During lunch we solved all of the motorcycle industries' 
problems, as well as discover a cure for cancer, invent 
30 year motor oil, and concoct a mean drink that'll 
never get you drunk. Now, I still haven't figured out 
how we tip a waitress. I think Lizard's formula is 
based on two times her bra size, divided by the size of 
her hips, factored by the color of her hair, subtracted 
by her age with bonus points for not wearing a wedding 
ring. And, hey, if she can serve food too... 

Anyway, not that we're creatures of habit, but as we 
walked back to the bikes it was "Where we goin'?" 
dunno" "How about the Open Sore?" "What?" "The 
Broken Oar?" "Yeah, that's it." "Let's go." 

N ow some guys can only stand so much fun so 
Virgo, belly full and things to do, fires up his 
Geezer Glide, calls it a day and roars off for 

the stable, trailing a column of cigar smoke like a twin 
stack Peterbuilt. The rest of us follow Gordon, on his 
Geezer Glide, down the yellow brick road to the Broken 
Oar. Lizard followed Gordon, trailed by Carl. Vince, 
and me. It was a good route, nice weather, and great 
brothers to ride with. 

We rolled on in to the Broken Oar, not smiling 
because it isn't cool to smile, and there was 
Bard with a big grin and a warm handshake. 

You can't keep from grinnin' when you run into 
someone as much of a brother as Bard is or O.J. who 
soon joined us also. 

We continued for an hour or so to do what bikers do 
best...tell stories, lie to each other, have a cold drink, 
brag about some insignificant little accomplishment, 
and stare at the waitresses' anatomy. (Only the single 
guys stared...Honest.) Carl took pictures with the same 
roll of film he had in Tomahawk - 1997. Then, reality 
set in and consciences began to whisper "Go home, go 
home. You have work to do, you have work to do. Your wife 
is going to kill you , your wife is going to kill you. You're going 
to sleep alone tonight. You're going to..." Get the picture? 

S lowly, one by one, the excuses surfaced. "Well, 
it's gettin' late and I've got to finish unpackin' 
from the move." (He moved two years ago!) " 

Gee, I forgot about goin' to the Yanni concert tonight." 
(Well clear my calender!!) "Yeah, I've got to mow the 
lawn." (Yeah, like I've to go price new Hondas.) Whatever 
the reashn, it was time to hit pit road for this run. 

Leather clad handshakes, pipes spittin' cold exhaust, 
and egos once again all pumped up, marked the end to 
another good, impromptu, albeit short, ride. 

This, gang, is what a pick up ride is. Unplanned, laid 
back, spontaneous, and almost as much fun as your 
first piece of chrome. 

F or a micro second, on the ride home, I thought 
about Ric, Brett, Sandy, Karlen and Jerry, 0.J, 
and Rob who couldn't ride with us due to prior 

commitments, bad battery chargers, bikes torn down, 
guests coming over, etc. That's part of the dynamics of 
a pick up ride. Not everyone can make it, nor should 
everyone. After all, you have to have someone to tell 
what a great ride you had, regardless of how cold it 
was, how mundane it was, how poorly the scooter 
performed, and how many tickets, or close calls you 
had. 

You see, a pick up ride is more about gettin' there than 
about bein' there... 
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April 18, 1998 
Registration 6:00 pm 

ABATE Members $10.00 
Non-Abife $12.00 

Contact 
Place 

The American Legion Hall 
Merle Guild Pos`t 208 

121 North Douglas Arlington Heights Illinois 
Ti 1T 1, /0 ,4/1\ 'fl() (\ 1"  

GARY WAYMAN — (847) 392-4411 
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Local Sponsors 

American tnoterernim, Acumen. i. Apparel 

PRESENTED BY 14th ANNUAL SUPERCYCLE 
SHOW AND PARTS EXPO 1;11;113E 	II 	I►1111 

/411440,1/0  
'FOR THE LOVE OF MOTORCYCLES' 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS - McCormick Place 
North Lower Level Halls Cl and C2 

Martin Luther , King Drive and 23rd St - Off 1-55 

Co-Sponsored By 

Iron rr: IV 
FEATURING: 
• 16 Bike Show Classes 

Trophies;and/or Plaques 
Awarded To All Entries 

• Over $5,000 in 
talOdor. Prizes 

I(.1 a FREE Trip to Sturgis 
From J&P Cycles 
and Toys for Tots 

•Tiee Road America 
,,Weekend Super Tickets 

• Fashion Show Sponsored 
BY Call Of The Wild 

• See The Fastest Top Fuel 
HarleYs In The USA 

Worlds Largest Indoor 
Swaip-Meet E3 Bike Show 

ADMISSION: 
10 AM TO 5 PM open to the public 

ADULTS $10 
UNDER 12 FREE WITH ADULT 

EARLY BIRD $15 
BEFORE 10AM 

ADVANCE TICKETS $8 
•RSPB PROMOTIONS 

by mail 
1-414-835-9509 
MASTERCARD/VISA/DISCOVER 

•CALL OF THE WILD 
MUNDELEIN, IL 
1-800-240-CYCLE 

• MILWAUKEE BIKE WORKS 
MILWAUKEE, WI 
1-414-427-1155 

OVER 250,000 SQ. FT. OF VENDORS. NEW AND USED PARTS AT BARGAIN 
PRICES FOR YOUR HARLEY-DAVIDSON® OR ENGLISH MOTORCYCLE 

Hotel Headquarters 
ESSEX INN 
800 South Michigan Ave, Chicago IL 60605 
Reservations 1-800-621-6909 
Reserve by Feb. 20, 1998 1 to 4 people $76 + tax 

• No Alcoholic beverages brought in. 
• Food beer and soda will be on sale. 
• No dogs allowed. 
• 40 Chicago law enforcement officers on duty. 
• Shop lifters will be arrested. 
• Not responsible for accident or theft. 

11‘ 12,1±. PA'AL7 
U.S 

. 	r 

   

Contingency sponsors 

 

MILWAUKEE 

   

 

 

BIKE 
WORKS 

 

     

Vendor or Show Information: R&B Promotions • 6410 Hwy H.,• .rCaledonia, WI $3108 • 414-835-9SW fax,414-835-9510 



Mark Your Calendars-13e Sure To Attend 

Contributions To Help Benefit The 
Chicago Shriners Children's Hospital 

Patient Care Activities 

WHEN: 	April 26, 1998 
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

WHERE: 	Julies Bar And Grill 
21661 Rt. 21-Lincolnshire 

DONATION: $5.00 IN ADVANCE 
$7.00 AT THE DOOR 

TICKET INFO: Nick (847) 694-0016 (pager) 
Gary (847) 333-2342 (pager) 
Randy (847) 625-6436 
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TOP CATS 
ANNUAL EVENTS  

CALENDER  

1998 

"Ride Free!!" 

Activities Chairman: Brett Bacci 
Top Cats' Events Hotline: (847) 622-3501 Top Cats, 618 S. Northwest Highway, #218, Barrington, IL, 60010 



TOP CATS' 98 CRUISE CALENDAR  

February 
24 	Easy Rider Bike Show, Navy Pier, Chicago, IL 

March  
2-8 	Daytona Bike Week, Daytona, FL 
3 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
11 	HOG Meeting, Suburban H-D. Palatine, IL 
14 	ST. Patrick's Party, Suburban H-D, Palatine, IL 
21 	Top Cats' Annual Dinner, Dave & Buster's, Addison, IL 
21-22 Chicago Vette Fest, McCormic Place East, Chicago, IL 
21-22 Bike Show/Swap Meet, McCormic Place South, Chicago, IL. Road Captain: Terry Kumro 
29 	Top Cats' Pick Up Ride, 9:00 am, Egg Harbor Restaurant, Barrington, IL (Check Hotline @847 622-3501) 

April  
4 	Riding Ugly Ride, Willow Spring, IL 
7 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
8 	HOG Meeting, Suburban H-D. Palatine, IL 
12 	Dupage Honda Poker Run, Illinois Road Riders Assn, West Chicago, IL 
19 	Top Cat's Annual Door to Door Run. Road Captain: ???? 
19 	Kegel's HD Poker Run. Forest City Riders. Rockford, IL 
25 	Ride For Pride. Fond du Lac, WI 
26 	Just Bikers Ride. Montgomery, IL 

May 
3 	Motorcycle Parts Extravaganza, Peotone. IL 
3 	Fox Valley Honda Poker Run, Northern Lights M/C, Aurora, IL 
5 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
13 	HOG Meeting, Suburban H-D. Palatine. IL 
16 	Palatine HOG Bike Show. Suburban H-D 
17 	Top Cats' Group Ride to Little Angles Run, Elgin, IL. Road Captain: ???? 
17 	Southwest Pleasure Riders Poker Run, Midlothian Sport & Cycle. Midlothian. IL 
22-24 HOG State Rally, Springfield_ IL 
23-24 Rolling Thunder, Viet Nam Vets Memorial, Washington. DC 
24 	Indianapolis 500. Indianapolis, IN 

June 
2 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
7 	Top Cats' Sunrise Ride. Road Captain: ???? 
10-13 95 th  Harley Davidson Reunion, Milwaukee. WI 
12-14 AMA National Road Race Series. Elkhart Lake, WI 
13 	Midnight Run. Maryville Academy. Des Plaines. IL 
14 	Northern Lights M/C Poker Run. Aurora. IL 
17 	HOG Meeting. Suburban H-D. Palatine. IL 
19-21 Top Cats' Ride to Little Sturgis, Davenport, IA. Road Captain: Bard Boand 
21 	Northwind Riders Poker Run. Plainfield, IL 
27 	Illinois Harley March of Dimes Ride. Berwyn. IL 

July  
1-4 	Honda Wing Ding, Huntsville. AL 
2-8 	Blues Cruise, New Orleans, Memphis, St. Louis, Register Now!! Road Captain: Ric Case 
7 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
8 	HOG Meeting, Suburban H-D. Palatine, IL 
9 	Jersey Pine Cruisers Circle Lake Michigan Tour. '» 9 '». IL 
11 	Top Cats' Moonlight Ride. Road Captain: ???? 
10-12 HOG State Rally. Evansville. IN 
10-12 Vintage Motorcycle Days & Races. Mansfield. OH 
12 	Christmas in July Run. ????.IL 
12 	Chapter "1-1” Poker Run. Streamwood. IL 
19 	Palatine HOG Picnic, Suburban H-D. Palatine IL 
19 	Ride For Kids. Oakbrook. IL 
20 	Pony Express Ride. Road Captain: Sandy Vernon / Brett Bacci 
23 	Jersey Pine Cruisers Vilas County Run. 99999 ,11., 
23-25 Honda Homecomine_ Mansfield. OH 



28 	Top Cats' August Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
August 

3-9 	Sturgis Bike Week, Sturgis, SD 
7-9 	AMA Road Racing Nationals, Joliet. IL 
9 	Southwest Pleasure Riders Poker Run. Markham, IL 
12 	HOG Meeting. Suburban H-D, Palatine, IL 
13-16 Jersey Pine Cruisers' Great River Run, ????9  .IL 
16 	Just Bikers Lime Run, Dupage Honda, West Chicago, IL 
21-23 HOG State Rally, Stevens Point, WI 
23 	Northern Lights M/C Poker Run, Batavia, IL 
30 	Top Cats' Annual Progressive Dinner. Road Captain: ???? 

September 
1 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
9 	HOG Meeting, Suburban HD. Palatine. IL 
11-13 Jersey Pine Cruisers Door County Run. ?'????.IL 
12 	Blue Knights Picnic Run. Chicago. IL 
13 	Palatine HOG Fall Observation Run, Suburban H-D. Palatine. IL 
18-20 Tomahawk Rally & H-D Plant Tour, Tomahawk, WI 
24-26 York Rally & H-D Plant Tour, York, PA 
26 	Top Cats' Sunset Ride. Road Captain: ???? 

October 
?? 	Dukane A.B.A.T.E. Toy Run. Elburn, IL 
4 	Top Cats' Fall Charity Ride, Barrington, IL. Road Captain: Sandy Vernon 
6 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
8-10 	Kansas City H-D Rally & Plant Tour. Kansas City. KS 
14 	HOG Meeting, Suburban H-D, Palatine. IL 
16-18 Top Cats' Door County Run. Road Captains: Rob Mann / Ric Case 
18 	IL Road Riders Assn Poker Run. Fox Valley Honda, Aurora, IL 
22-25 Biketoberfest, Daytona Beach, FL 
31 	Palatine HOG Halloween Bash. Suburban H-D. Palatine, IL 

November 
3 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
8 	Top Cats' Pick Up Ride, 9:00 am, Egg Harbor Restaurant, Barrington, IL 
11 	HOG Meeting, Suburban H-D, Palatine. IL 

December  
1 	Top Cats' Meeting, O'Traina's, Waucanada, IL 
6 	Toys For Tots Run. Chicago. IL 
9 	HOG Meeting. Suburban H-D. Palatine. IL 

NOTES: 
oftemesib 	w4  

97?" = Information not vet known. 

Bold print indicates Top Cats' events or Top Cats' supported events. 

Road Captain indicates the member in charge. 

Pickup Rides: Pickup rides (just meet and ride somewhere) link up at Egg Harbor Restaurant at 9:00 am. No Road 
Captain. no plan. no sweat. 
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